PROBLEMS OF POWER
merely serve to remind the Dutch, the Scandinavians, the English, and the French that in an alert Triple Entente lies the one hope of peaceful existence in the waters bathing the sides of the triangle marked by Stockholm, Copenhagen, and Christiania.1
The more immediate scenes of the action of the Triple Entente are mainly in other waters and in other countries. They may be classed under the general heads of the Mediterranean, the Far Ea$t, and the American Mediterranean, the Caribbean Sea.
V
In the Mediterranean and on its shores the policies of England and of France are for the first time in history easily assimilable. The lapsing of the Triple Alliance has happily synchronized with the settlement of the Macedonian question, and it was in the interest of the peace of the world that that alliance should be renewed without delay. Its fourth renewal early in December, 1912, has in nowise imperilled the naval position of the partners of the Entente Cordiale in the Mediterranean; it has, on the contrary, rendered more stable than ever the balance of power in the Middle Sea. Italy, which has secured Tripoli through the collusion of England and France and to the regret, no doubt, of Austria, as well as to the certain embarrassment of Germany,9 seems to be aware that by remaining in the Triple Alliance she can not only best harmonize her own antagonistic ends,
1 On Friday, November 29, 1912, it became known that an aerial navy bill was about to be proposed by the German War Office and Admiralty " for the creation of a fleet of twenty Zeppelin airships of about 920,000 cubic feet capacity, capable of travelling at fifty-one miles an hour, and remaining aloft for four days and four nights without an intermediate landing."
* In the late summer of 1911, it was well known in Constantinople that if Italy did not go immediately to Tripoli, she would be forestalled by Germany, seeking, in the concession of a North African coaling station, a Mediterranean compensation for the loss of the Atlantic port of Agadir,